
From the alumni president
Brian Bradley, Babcock House alumni president, class of '10

We have a full House this fall and a resilient student body determined to carry forward the tradition of Babcock into another uncertain 
semester. As we navigate another too tumultuous season, I can’t help but wonder - maybe peanuts would help?

One of the many awards bestowed on Dr. Stephen M. Babcock was the Capper Award in 1930 for distinguished service to agriculture.  
This award was accompanied with a $5,000 check and the then 87-year-old contemplated spending all the money on peanuts.  “I like 
peanuts.  I could buy, oh, as much as a bushel of peanuts.”  But his zeal for nuts was tempered by the specter of indigestion. “But of 
course my enjoyment would be limited by the number of peanuts I could eat a day without serious discomfort.”  (The Capital Times, 
28:20, July 2, 1931.)

The Alumni Board remains dedicated to keeping Babcock House an affordable and enjoyable place for students to live, study, and 
thrive.  Please consider sending Babcock House your financial support – if peanuts are not readily available.  Please also consider 
joining the Alumni Board, as we will be filling an open spot on the board at the annual meeting.  We have been holding board meetings 
online more often, so Alumni don’t have to travel so far to participate.  However, the meetings do remain “bring your own nuts.” 

On, Wisconsin!
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From the House steward 
Blake Johnson, Babcock House steward
Greetings!  As another school year begins, 
the excitement about classes being back 
in person has House morale at as high 
of a level as I have ever witnessed. I, for 
one, am very excited to see what the year 
brings with new faces in the House. 

While move-in went very smoothly to 
kick off the year, I would be remiss not 
to mention the summer projects that 
allowed the students to move into an 
improved Babcock House. Most notable of 
these improvements was the renovation 
of the insulation around the boiler 
system infrastructure. In addition, a new 
refrigerator, laundry dryer and water-
softening system were installed.

Even as the structural integrity of the 
House is of great importance, I look at the 
group of students within the structure and 
am very optimistic.  The ability to live in a 
place with such a great group of residents 
and such strong alumni support leaves me 
encouraged about the possibilities that 
this school year may bring.

October 30: Homecoming 
& Annual Meeting

9 a.m. Babcock House Annual Meeting
 In-person:  Outside in Babcock House  
 parking lot

 Virtually:  Join via Zoom

 https://uwmadison.zoom.us/j/99870601117

 Meeting ID: 998 7060 1117

 Dial by your location
       929,205,6099 (New York)
 312,626,6799 (Chicago)
 346,248,7799 (Houston)

11 a.m. Kick-off
 The Wisconsin Badgers take on the Iowa Hawkeyes

https://uwmadison.zoom.us/j/99870601117
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Meet the new students

Now hiring!
Babcock House is still looking for experienced 
applicants to serve as House Cook for the 
2021-2022 school year. 

If you or someone you know would enjoy 
working closely with college students and 
cooking part-time in a fun environment, 
please reach out to Blake Johnson, House 
steward, via email at brjohnson9@wisc.edu. 

Ideal candidates will have previous culinary 
experience.  The candidate offered the 
position will receive a weekly salary of $400 
as well as a $1000 sign-on bonus.

From the House president 
Joseph Nicholson, Babcock House president
Hi! My name is Joseph Nicholson and I am serving my first term 
as House president this year! I’m happy to report an incredibly 
positive environment in the House. Classes have begun to return 
to normal as have the regular antics of the Babcock House. Aside 
from World Dairy Expo week, we’ve regularly had full attendance 
at meals and students are excited to get into a new year!

We’re aiming for a return to in-person Homecoming this year, but 
open to all options!  Students are hoping for more safe and in-
person events, but we’re keeping busy either way.  

Badger games are in full swing and the porch is always busy. 
We’ve attended multiple outdoor agriculture community events 
for recruiting and fun!

I am excited for the future of the House. We have a great, active 
group of underclassmen in the House this year who are excited 
to embrace House traditions. That, combined with the incredible 
support of the board and alumni, has Babcock House ready for a 
new year!

Alex Barnish, sophomore
Major:  Finance and real estate
Hometown:  Oregon, Wisconsin
Favorite hobby:  Sports, video games and being outdoors
Future plans:  Find a job in the sports business industry 
and manage real estate on the side

I have really enjoyed getting to learn new things and 
experience unique perspectives throughout my time in 
the UW School of Business. In addition to my time at 
school, the House has been a fun atmosphere to be a 
part of and it has been a pleasure to live here. Come talk 
to me about anything going on with Wisconsin sports if 
you see me!

Adam Buetow, senior
Major:  Civil engineering
Hometown:  Hortonville, Wisconsin
Favorite hobby:  Gaming and being outdoors
Future plans:  Get my professional engineering license

Growing up, I was always a big fan of sports, including 
baseball, football and snowboarding. To this day, I still 
continue to snowboard during the winters and enjoy 
pick-up games of whatever sport is in season. I’m looking 
forward to the rest of my time in college and I am excited 
for my upcoming time at Babcock House!

Mary Geurts, sophomore 
Major:  Animal science
Hometown:  Randolph, Wisconsin
Favorite hobby:  Working out
Future plans:  Vet school

I love working with cattle. When I’m not in school, I enjoy working at my 
mom’s vet clinic or taking care of our small herd of beef cattle. So far, 
living at Babcock has been such a wonderful experience and I’ve met so 
many people. Everyone is super inclusive and supportive, especially since 
I’m a freshman in the House. I can’t wait to see what the rest of the year 
brings!

Maria Kraus, sophomore
Major:  Community and environmental sociology
Hometown:  Rochester, Minnesota
Favorite hobby:  Art
Future plans:  Hopefully travel, but otherwise, who knows? 

I’m originally from Minnesota, but I’m feeling more like a Badger every 
day. I love people, animals, listening to podcasts, 
doodling and going on walks with my dogs. After 
high school, I took a gap year and studied abroad 
in Accra, Ghana. I hope I get the chance to travel 
again and meet more incredible people.

Continued on page 3...

mailto:brjohnson9%40wisc.edu?subject=
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Mack McCourt, senior
Major:  Physics
Hometown:  Fond du Lac, Wisconsin
Favorite hobby:  Painting miniatures
Future plans:  Get a job doing research at a company or 
university

I am staying at Babcock because I have worked on several 
farms and have ample experience with the dairy farming 
profession. I am hoping that, by living here, I will be able to 
meet new people of similar backgrounds and make lasting 
friendships that extend on long after I graduate.

Catherine Nguyen, senior
Major:  Zoology with environmental studies certificate
Hometown:  Greendale, Wisconsin
Favorite hobby:  Traveling and exploring nature
Future plans:  I’m taking a gap year to travel and get work 
experience. After that, I will work toward a master’s degree 
to pursue further wildlife research and environmental 
conservation career opportunities.

After living alone during much of the COVID-19 pandemic, I 
wanted to live amongst other people again. I sought out living 
in a co-op because they are usually more cost-efficient and 
communal than apartments. Babcock House seemed like 
the perfect fit, especially since it is solely for UW-Madison 
students. Even though it’s my last year, I’m glad I was able to 
experience Babcock House for a short time and meet such 
amazing people along the way! 

Alyssa Seitz, graduate student
Major:  Dairy and meat science
Hometown:  Seymour, Wisconsin
Favorite hobby:  Showing dairy cattle 
Future plans:  Dairy cattle nutritionist/consultant

I am a first-year master’s student.  I received my bachelor’s 
degree in dairy science and ag business from UW-River Falls 
this past spring. In my free time, I show registered Holsteins 
and coach the Outagamie County 4-H Dairy Judging Team.

Noah Sydow, junior 
Major:  Mechanical engineering
Hometown:  Eau Claire, Wisconsin
Favorite hobby:  Playing baseball
Future plans:  Work in the medical industry, hopefully in the 
field of prosthetics or 3D printing for medical purposes

I just transferred here from UW-Eau Claire and loving living 
in Madison. I like to play sports such as basketball, baseball 
and spikeball. I also like to spend time in the gym and making 
things with my 3D printer.

Meet the new students (continued from page 2)

We’re making plans to celebrate!

Babcock House  
90th Anniversary 

Celebration
April 2022

Marda Angus Farms
Lodi, Wisconsin

Details coming soon!

Stephen Zheng, sophomore 
Major:  Food science
Hometown:  Roseville, Minnesota
Favorite hobby:  I like to play drums, especially when I’m playing with 
a band
Future plans:  I plan to work in the food industry, preferably in product 
development.

I like cooking and listening to and performing music. I enjoy getting 
to know new people as well as learning new skills that will make me 
a better person. Overall, I want to have a good time with the people 
around me. After living in the UW residence dorms my freshman year, 
I wanted to live in a place that had more interactivity and a home-like 
atmosphere. As one of the few Minnesotans among us, the partial 
reciprocity led me to seek a more affordable housing option. I chose 
Babcock House since it was a really affordable option that had what I 
wanted from a house.

Do you know of a student who would be a great addition to 
Babcock House? If so, contact Blake Johnson, Babcock House 
steward, at brjohnson9@wisc.edu for details. 

Check out the Babcock House recruitment video and share it with 
the prospective students you know. See what Babcock House 
means to today’s students. 

Visit Babcock House on Facebook (@babcockhouse) or Instagram 
(@babcock_house) where prospective students (as well as 
yourself) can follow what service, social and sporting events 
Babcock House is participating in! 

mailto:brjohnson9%40wisc.edu?subject=Babcock%20House%20recruiting
https://youtu.be/_aye5zAZPrI
http://www.facebook.com/babcockhouse
http://www.instagram.com/babcock_house
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Jerry Huth receives WCA  
Environmental Stewardship Award
Farm partners Jerry Huth and Josh Scharf earned the Wisconsin Cattlemen’s 
Association (WCA) Environmental Stewardship Award during the WCA 2021 
Summer Tour. Jerry Huth is a UW Meat and Animal Science graduate and 
Babcock House alum (1970–1973).

Jerry started Huth Polled Herefords in 1962 and grew the farm to include 400 
acres. Huth Polled Herefords markets bulls and genetics throughout the United 
States. To expand the operation and plan for a transition of ownership, Scharf 
joined as an employee, and he is now a partner in the commercial herd of Angus-
Hereford crossbred females. 

The expansion and addition of the crossbred herd were made possible by utilizing 
state-owned land for pasture. 

“We had the opportunity a couple of years ago to pick up some land immediately 
to the west of our property, which was owned by the Wisconsin DNR, and we 
developed that. We’re up to 140 cows and it is going well,” Huth said.  

Scharf led this venture, managing the pasture and working with DNR staff 
to meet their expectations and land use goals. Scarf said it was not ideal 
pastureland at the start. 

“A lot of this land was woody vegetation, but we are going into the fourth year 
now and starting to see pretty good results. It’s amazing what you can do without 
having to burn land or spray chemicals, and largely without machines.” 

The cow herd is rotationally grazed every two days.

“When they eat that grass, they are revitalizing the soil,” Huth said. “They’re making this plant optimal for photosynthesis, which 
optimizes carbon sequestering, and they leave behind a product that is good fertilizer for the soil. The bottom line is producing a high-
density protein product that is extremely high in zinc and various vitamins. We have to get that story out. We’re not the problem. We’re 
the solution.”

Josh Scharf and Jerry Huth

Josh Gerbitz places 9th overall in  
National Intercollegiate Dairy Judging Contest
Josh Gerbitz is a member of the 2021-2022 Dairy Judging Team in the UW-Madison 
Department of Animal and Dairy Sciences. Josh placed ninth overall at the 2021 
National Intercollegiate Dairy Judging Contest held recently at the World Dairy Expo in 
Madison. The UW-Madison team placed seventh out of the 14 teams competing.  Josh 
was the high-placing individual on the UW team. The winning team represented Cornell 
University in Ithaca, New York. 

Josh is from Milton, Wisconsin, and is a senior majoring in dairy science.  He is a four-
year resident of Babcock House. While at UW-Madison, he has been working at Wargo 
Acres Registered Holsteins, Lodi, Wisconsin, and he served as an intern with Alta 
Genetics, a major cattle reproduction technologies company, in the summer of 2021. 
After graduation in May 2022, Josh hopes to work in a position that combines people 
and cows and will allow him to help dairy farmers in the management of their cows.Josh Gerbitz
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Alumni support makes a big difference
All Babcock House student scholarships and many House improvement projects are made possible through the financial support of 
alumni and friends.  

To support Babcock House scholarships, visit www.supportuw.org/give and select “Babcock House Scholarship and Award Fund.”  
You may also send a check to the UW Foundation (U.S. Bank Lockbox, Box 78807, Milwaukee, WI 53278-0807).  Note “Babcock 
House Scholarship and Award Fund” and the account number - 132040860 - in the memo line.  This fund qualifies as a charitable gift 
fulfilling Annual Minimum Distribution (AMD) requirements for retirement accounts.

Student scholarships will be awarded at the Babcock House Annual Meeting on October 30.  Scholarship recipients will be featured in 
the next Babcock House newsletter.

If you would like to support Babcock House general operations, you can mail a check directly to Babcock House (1936 University 
Ave. Madison, WI 53726).

Meanwhile...at Babcock House...
Students are back on campus.  Here are a few snapshots of recent life at Babcock.  Visit Babcock House on Facebook (@babcockhouse) 
or Instagram (@babcock_house) to keep up with what’s happening at the House.

Win or lose, football Saturdays 
are a good time at Babcock 
House.  Stop by for a game of 
corn hole and cheap parking.

Many Babcockers served as student chairs at the 2021 World Dairy Expo, which took place 
September 28 to October 2 in Madison.  Members also helped with set up, worked in the 
grilled cheese stand, and assisted with tear down.

http://www.supportuw.org/give/
http://www.facebook.com/babcockhouse
http://www.instagram.com/babcock_house
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See you at Homecoming!
Make plans to celebrate UW Homecoming on 
Saturday, October 30, and attend the Babcock 
House Annual Meeting in-person or virtually. 

Details inside this newsletter.

Let’s congratulate Babcock alumni
Babcock House alumni have made great contributions  
to and achievements in the agriculture industry and their  
professional careers, They’ve also volunteered countless  
hours on behalf of the industry and in their local communities.

If you know an alum receiving an award or reaching  
a milestone (see page 4 of this newsletter for an example),  
please email us (babcockhousealumni@gmail.com)  
as we would like to share the information  
with all alumni.  

Email usEmail us
Need to get in touch  
with your Babcock  
alumni friends?

Our email address is 
babcockhousealumni babcockhousealumni 
@gmail.com@gmail.com.  

Please email us to 
receive your Babcock 
House newsletter 
electronically.  You 
can save us a few 
bucks if you do!

mailto:babcockhousealumni%40gmail.com?subject=Alumni%20recognition
mailto:babcockhousealumni%40gmail.com?subject=Babcock%20House%20newsletter
mailto:babcockhousealumni%40gmail.com?subject=Babcock%20House%20newsletter

