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A house. A home. A tradition.

Alumni Newsletter  •  September 2014

From Your President

Hello Babcock House members and alumni!  
Another school year and football season 
are upon us!  And with that, the Annual 
Homecoming Meeting will be held at 9 a.m. 
on Saturday, October 25, 2014.

Not only are we hoping for a successful 
sports season, but also a successful school 
year - both academically and socially for the 
students residing at Babcock House.  The 
House is full again this year with a variety 
of students from all over this great State of 
Wisconsin.

We know everyone is busy, but the Board 
encourages you to attend this year’s 
meeting to hear about (and see) all of the 
House improvements we’ve made this 
past year.   We have made substantial 
investments in the House and hope these 
will carry us far into the future.  

At the meeting, we will also present 
well-earned scholarships to very worthy 
recipients.  Thanks to the generosity of past 
alumni generations, we are able to give 
quite a few scholarships through our UW 
Foundation fund!  

It is always nice to see the new class of 
students and visit or reconnect with past 
alumni friends.  Babcock House is - and 
always will be - a House, a Home, and 
Tradition!

On, Wisconsin! 
Scott Munes, Board president

Babcock House has new windows!  Find more photos of 
recent renovations in this newsletter and see them in 
person at Homecoming!

University of Wisconsin-Madison

Homecoming 
2014

Saturday, October 25
Details inside
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Steward’s Report

Babcock House was home to 10 people for the summer 
months.  They ranged from graduate students to 
underclassmen.  A few were visiting UW from other 
colleges, such as UW-River Falls and Iowa State 
University.  They were amongst the first to see the 
new windows, couches and TV.  Maxwell Shenkenberg, 
current House recruiter, donated his time to build new 
coffee tables.

In addition to the updated windows and living room, 
First Big and Second Big were revamped.  Overall, 
the new and returning House members appreciate 
the upgrades. It’s been an exciting start of a year and 
everything is looking good!

Matthew O’Leary, House steward

President’s Report

Coming off another great year at Babcock with a House GPA of 3.35, we are 
looking to build on that academic success and have fun in the process.  We 
plan to participate in intramural dodgeball and volleyball this semester.  We 
also plan to continue one of the House members’ favorite recent traditions:  
playing croquet on Henry Mall.  

Many of the house members are part of various clubs, including American 
Society of Agricultural and Biological Engineers (ASABE), Quarter Scale 
Tractor Team, Meat Science Club, Crops Club, Saddle and Sirloin,  
Pre Vet Club, and many others.  Babcock members plan to participate in 
Homecoming events leading up to the football game, including defending 
our title as Student Organization Champions of the Badger Games. We are 
looking forward to another great academic year, as well as another fun and 
involved year at the House!

William Ehlen, House president

Get a Peak at the House Improvements

(Clockwise) A new ceiling in the second floor 
hallway and Second Big led to new bed lofts and 
paint.  New windows throughout the House add 
a more updated and pleasing appearance to 
every room.  Black leather couches and new end 
tables make for a comfortable living room. 
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New Faces at Babcock House

We’re excited to welcome several new 
students to Babcock House this year.  Learn 
a bit about these students here and meet 
them in person at Homecoming.

Nick Engen • Remer, Minnesota • junior 
• agricultural and applied economics
Babcock House leadership:  Athletics Chair
Campus involvement:  Hoofers Outing Club 
and International Agricultural Colloquium
Future plans:  Work for a nonprofit 
organization to address global food 
insecurity
Why I chose Babcock House:  I received 
a recruitment letter from last year’s 
recruiter. I did some research on the 
House and thought it sounded like an 
organization I wanted to be a part of. I 
made a few calls to the House officers to 
talk over the lease and ask about their 
thoughts on the House. Ultimately, I chose 
to live here both because I wanted to be 
a part of this House and I knew I would 
never find a better deal than this.
 

Connor Moore • Gratiot, Wisconsin • 
junior • biological systems engineering
Babcock House leadership:  Freshman 
Representative
Campus involvement and employment:  
CALS ambassador, ASABE, BDC, Food Club, 
and Meat Science Club; employed at Mor-
Vu Farms (Gratiot, Wis.) and World Dairy 
Expo
Future plans:  Join the agriculture industry 
as a food processing engineer, specializing 
in meat production 
Why I chose Babcock House:  As a 
freshman, I made a few friends in the 
House and they invited me over for a 
few social events. After seeing the family 
atmosphere of the place, I really wanted 
to live there. I also joined for cheap rent, 
good food, camaraderie, and the proximity 
to both the ag and engineering campuses. 

Christina Rowntree • Kansasville, 
Wisconsin • freshman • agricultural 
business
Campus involvement and employment:  
Crops Club; work on family farm
Future plans:  Work with ag products 
someday, possibly in marketing
Why I chose Babcock House:  I learned 
about the House through my many family 
members that have lived here. I chose to 
live here because it was a smaller group 
of people than in the dorms and I knew 
some of the people living in the House 
already, so I knew I would have friends 
and make friends right away.

Nathaniel Kaufman • Cross Plains, 
Wisconsin • freshman • geological 
engineering
Future plans:  Work as an engineer or 
with the DNR on water control
Why I chose Babcock House:  My mom’s 
coworker is the mother of another House 
member and recommended it.

Laura Sommers • Plainfield, Wisconsin 
• senior • psychology and zoology
Campus involvement:  Wish-Makers, 
Saddle and Sirloin, Psi Chi and National 
Society of Collegiate Scholars
Future plans:  I have an internship with a 
school psychologist at Lincoln Elementary 
here in Madison, which is the career I am 
pursuing.
Why I chose Babcock House:   A lot of my 
friends already lived here and it’s like 
having your family in Madison.

Alyssa Nuttleman • Bangor, Wisconsin • 
freshman • dairy science
Future plans:  Return home to work on 
the family farm or find a job in the dairy 
industry
Why I chose Babcock House:  I learned 
about Babcock through a feed company 
representative in my hometown who used 
to live at the House.

Rachel Hartlaub • Cleveland, Wisconsin 
• junior • dairy science
Babcock House leadership:  Apparel Chair
Campus involvement and employment:  
Badger Dairy Club, Collegiate Farm 
Bureau, Association of Women in 
Agriculture, dairy judging team, World 
Dairy Expo storage chair, junior activities 
committee member for the Northeast 
district; work on my family’s farm of  
50 registered Holsteins.
Why I chose Babcock House:  I have heard 
great reviews about living here! I’ve had 
some friends live here before and they 
liked it a lot, so I thought I would give it a 
try. So far, I really enjoy it and love all the 
friends I’ve made.

John Baynton • Strum, Wisconsin • 
sophomore • dairy science
Babcock House leadership:  Chaplain 
Campus involvement and employment: 
InterVarsity Christian Fellowship-
Madison, Saddle & Sirloin; work at the 
Meat Lab (Bucky’s Butchery) 
Future plans:  I want to be in agriculture 
and I want to help people.
Why I chose Babcock House:  I learned 
about Babcock from some classmates and 
they thought I would be a good fit. I really 
like the atmosphere and the community 
that grows here.

Continued on next page...
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Megan Olson • Waunakee, Wisconsin • 
freshman • biology
Babcock House leadership:  Historian 
Campus involvement:  Play trumpet in the 
Wisconsin Singers Band; work as a CNA at 
Waunakee Manor 
Future plans:  Practice medicine
Why I chose Babcock House:  I learned 
about Babcock House from the 
recruitment letter.  It sounded like a great 
deal and a great fit for me. I was excited 
to be a part of a smaller community since 
the campus is so big.

Nick Thrun • Holmen, Wisconsin • 
freshman • entomology
Babcock House leadership:  Student 
Council Representative
Campus involvement:  Men’s Choir, 
Entomology Club and Friday Swarm
Why I chose Babcock House:  I received 
a letter in the mail as a senior in high 
school inviting me to apply to join the 
Babcock House and here I am!

Charles Connolly • Montfort, Wisconsin 
• freshman • biochemistry
Campus involvement:  Badger Ballroom 
Dance, Swing Dance, Ultimate Frisbee and 
research
Why I chose Babcock House:  I first 
heard of Babcock House from an alumni 
who lived here about 30 years ago and 
chose to live here due to the close-knit, 
supportive environment and great value 
offered by Babcock House.

New Faces at Babcock 
House continued...

Recruiter’s Report

 Babcock House has started the 2014-15 school year with a maximum capacity of 24 students 
(14 men and 10 women) in the House. Over the past year, we had to fill spots for almost half 
the House as we have 11 new members. This makes it a pretty tough act to follow as the new 
House recruiter, but luckily the new class of House members is young and hopefully here to 
stay. 

This year we have six seniors nearing graduation either in December or in the spring of 2015. 
It is a wonderful thing to have Babcock House be their home as they near the end of their 
academic journeys.  Although it seems as if we have just kicked off the school year, efforts 
have already been made at the CALS Fall Picnic to recruit new House members.  UW students 
are pushed to search for next year's living spaces very early in the year, so it is advantageous 
for us to get the word out early about Babcock.

If any alumni know of a future or current UW-Madison students in their communities that 
would fit well in the traditions we uphold here at Babcock House, you are more than welcome 
to have them email me at mshenkenberg@wisc.edu or call/text me at 262.661.9935. 

Maxwell Shenkenberg, House recruiter

Supporting Student Scholarships

A recent record number of seven scholarships in the total amount of $4,500 will be 
presented to House residents at the annual Homecoming meeting on October 25. 
These scholarships are possible due to the income generated from the Babcock House 
Scholarship & Award Fund at the UW Foundation. Three of these scholarships are 
awarded in the names of deceased alums - Don Peterson, Katie Kennedy, and Mark 
Sherry - and are possible through large donations to the fund from family members, 
friends, and alumni in their memory. The remaining four scholarships are designated as 
“Babcock House Alumni and Friends Scholarships” and are made possible from the many 
donations that have been made to the fund by many of you since its inception in 1992. 
The principal in this fund cannot be used, so it will continually generate income into 
perpetuity to provide needed financial support to House residents.
 
You can contribute to this fund in a number of ways to ensure that even more students 
receive scholarship support in the future:
1. Designate your gift to the “Babcock House Scholarship & Award Fund” to the person that 

calls on the phone during a fund-raising campaign for the UW Foundation.  Make sure you 
specify the full name of our fund, rather than just saying “Babcock” or the money may go to 
the Department of Food Science or the Center for Dairy Research in Babcock Hall. 

2. Send a check payable to UW Foundation with a note stating that it is for the “Babcock 
House Scholarship & Award Fund – Account No. 12040860” to the University of 
Wisconsin Foundation (1848 University Avenue, Madison, WI 53726-4090).

3. Make a donation online at the UW Foundation website (http://www.supportuw.org/) to 
the “Babcock House Scholarship & Award Fund – Account No. 12040860.”      

Dave Thomas, Board faculty advisor



Babcock House Annual Meeting
9 a.m.  •  Two hours before kick-off
Babcock House  •  1936 University Ave. Madison, WI 53726

Wisconsin Badgers vs. Maryland Terrapins
11 a.m. kick-off  •  Camp Randall Stadium

We invite you to come see Babcock House and its new renovations, 
meet the students, and weigh in on the future of the organization.  
See you at Homecoming and On, Wisconsin!

University of Wisconsin-Madison

Homecoming 2014

Image sources:  http://uwathletics.com/surveys/Motion_W.png and http://cramdesign.net/blog/wp-content/uploads/maryland-terrapins.jpg

Saturday, October 25

VS.



Babcock House
1936 University Ave.
Madison, WI 53726

A house. A home. A tradition.

The less money we spend on printing and postage, the more money we can put toward maintaining 
Babcock House and its tradition at UW-Madison.  Most of us are on email regularly, so please send your email 

address to babcocknews@hotmail.com to start receiving your Alumni Newsletter via email. 

Help us save some cash...go online.

Updated contact info needed
Have you moved lately?  Do you know a Babcock alum who has fallen 

off our radar?  Please email us at babcocknews@hotmail.com 
so we can continue keeping you and your friends up-to-date on the 

state of the house.

www.babcockhouse.org • facebook.com/babcockhouse • babcocknews@hotmail.com


