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Greetings, fellow Babcock House alumni! We hope you are as
excited as us to welcome another fall to Madison! As always, we’ve
got a great group of students in the House this year, many of whom
you will meet later in this newsletter, and we’re excited for what each
of our students will bring to the 87th year of the Babcock House.
While it seems like summer just began, Homecoming is already
around the corner. Mark your calendars now for the annual
Homecoming meeting on Saturday, October 20, followed by a
Badger victory over the Fighting Illini! Check out the new showers
recently installed in all three bathrooms, enjoy some food and
drinks with alumni and current House members, and support the
2018 scholarship recipients as we hand out (yet again!) another
record amount of scholarship funds. On behalf of the board and the
students, we truly appreciate the generosity and financial support of
our alumni. Thank you all so much!
Continued on page 3...

Steward's report

Tate Hattervig, Babcock House steward
Another great semester has kicked off here at UW-Madison and
at Babcock House. We are welcoming 10 new House freshmen
and 14 returning members. We are all excited about what new
members can bring to our community as well as the experience of
returning members.
As always, I would like to thank all of our alumni and donors for their
generosity in assuring Babcock House continues giving UW-Madison
students some of the best experiences of their lives as well as
affordable living throughout college. Your efforts go a long way in
assuring the House receives the repairs, upgrades and care it needs
to function.
On, Wisconsin!

Park here!
Will you make the trip to campus this fall to cheer on our Wisconsin
Badgers football team? If so, remember Babcock House is a
convenient place to park. Just a few blocks from Camp Randall
Stadium, you can celebrate game day like old times before kick-off.
Parking is just $15 per vehicle (free for alumni during Homecoming).
See you at the game!

President’s report

Tyler Vande Wettering, Babcock House president
A warm hello from Babcock House!
We are excited to start another great year of
education and community here in Madison. House
members new and old made the journey from all
around the world - from Missouri to Minnesota
to New York to Columbia! We are thrilled to be
back together in our home-away-from-home on
University Avenue.
In a few short weeks, we have managed to fit in a
whole lot of fun. From late-night bowling to movie
nights to game days to Rock Band™, we have
shared a good deal of laughter together. We are
looking forward to a busy year!
As the school year gears up, we find ourselves
getting accustomed to the rigor and bustle of
classes and campus life. We had a great time
welcoming first-year students at CALS student
orientation and are working to recruit future House
members, social members, and chompers. With the
goal of helping strengthen ties within the agricultural
community on campus, we have reached out to AGR
and AWA and to plan monthly bowling nights and
meals to bring us together this year.
Knowing the importance of giving back, we plan
to serve more than ever this year. We plan to keep
our tradition of filling our cars and heading to
Waunakee to pack meals for Food for Kids, and
we hope to explore other opportunities that allow
us to serve here on campus and around Madison.
With a renewed interest in intramurals, we
plan to continue the long road to the coveted
championship t-shirts and improve on our modest
showing in volleyball and basketball last year.
House members look forward to croquet on Henry
Mall and trips to the Shell for Hockey games and
ice skating.
We look forward to meeting or reconnecting with
you all at this year’s homecoming annual meeting.
The best from Babcock and, as always,
GO BADGERS!
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Babcock House Alumni
Meet the new Babcockers
A new crew of students is quickly
embracing Babcock as a House, Home
and Tradition at UW-Madison. Put a
face to these names and profiles at the
upcoming Homecoming Annual Meeting!

Paul Connolly | Montfort, Wisconsin

| Freshman | Genetics
Favorite hobby: Running
Future plans: Become a physician
assistant or pharmacist
“My brother lived here during his time in
Madison and he recommended this place
to me. When I decided to go to Madison,
I looked into it further and saw just how
much more cost-efficient it was to live
here.”

Sarah Conroy | Ozark, Missouri

| Sophomore | Entomology
Favorite hobby: Weightlifting
Future plans: Earn a master of public
health and work at the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention
“I like bugs and diseases. I chose the
House because of the proximity to Russell
Labs and the friendships I already had at
the House.”

Joshua Gerbitz | Milton, Wisconsin

| Freshman | Dairy science
Favorite hobby: Showing dairy cattle
Future plans: Pursue a career in the dairy
industry
“I chose to live in the House because I feel
very comfortable here.”

Anna Hinchley | Cambridge,

Joseph Nicholson | Hortonville,

William McKinley | Lakeville,

Seth Rocha | Oak Creek, Wisconsin

Wisconsin | Junior | Dairy science
Favorite hobby: Fishing
Future plans: Operate my family’s cash
crop and dairy farm
“I chose Babcock to get away from
campus and to learn to enjoy my time at
school.”
Minnesota | Freshman | Genetics
& English
Favorite hobby: Reading
Future plans: Research or genetic
counseling
“I’m a Minnesotan and, since there isn’t
100 percent reciprocity, going to Madison
would have been pretty expensive with a
regular student housing contract. The low
rent at Babcock House is what allows me
to pursue my education at such a great
school!”

Jessica Mehre | Greenbush,

Wisconsin | Sophomore | Dairy science
& agronomy
Favorite hobby: Running
Future plans: Go to Canada to pursue a
master’s degree or become a dairy farm
manager
“I lived in Slichter my first year, which
was a great experience, but I realized I
needed to get out of the dorms. Everyone
at Babcock was super nice and made
the place feel like home. The rent is well
beyond reasonable.”

Wisconsin | Freshman | Nursing
Favorite hobby: Dungeons & Dragons
Future plans: Work with Doctors Without
Borders and in emergency medicine
“I chose Babcock because my siblings
both loved it and it helped me out
financially.”
| Freshman | Biochemistry
Favorite hobby: Working out
Future plans: Get a good job
“I chose Babcock because it was a lot
cheaper than living in the dorms. I also
liked how we would get prepped meals.”

Taylor Schaefer | Franksville,

Wisconsin | Freshman | Animal science
Favorite hobby: Quilting, cooking and
showing cattle
Future plans: Attend grad school, earn a
doctor of veterinary medicine degree and
work as a veterinary physician
“I chose to live at Babcock because,
despite being surrounded by one of the
largest cities in the state, you still feel at
home.”

Ivan Trautsch | Prairie du Chien,

Wisconsin | Freshman | Biology
Favorite hobby: Running
Future plans: Get a good job
“I chose Babcock because I got a letter in
the mail.”

Come to Babcock! You’ll like it here!

Email us

Know any students looking for housing at UW-Madison?
Look no further than 1936 University Avenue!

Need to get in touch with your
Babcock House alumni friends?

Based on current dorm room rates from the UW website,
living in the dorms can cost students upwards of $5,500 to
$7,500 more per year compared to living at Babock House.
You won’t find a better deal on campus than Babcock House!

We have a new email address:
babcockhousealumni@gmail.com.

We will have at least four openings to fill in the next academic
year. Contact Jenna Langrehr (jlangrehr@wisc.edu), House
PR director, for more information or to organize a tour.
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Please email us if you would like
to receive your Babcock House
newsletter electronically. You
can save us a few bucks if
you do!
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Continued from page 1

From your alumni president
As we move our focus from summer to the fall semester and the annual
Homecoming gathering, we must remember that there is no rule that says we
can only get together one time each year! If you want proof, look back no further
than this past August 4. Thanks in large part to the planning of Jim Voss, Neal
Meier, Reg Destree, and others in their regular breakfast crew, about 60 alumni
joined together in Poynette, Wisconsin at the MacKenzie Environmental Center
for an afternoon of laughter and reminiscing. All in attendance brought a dish
or beverage to pass, and Doug Ney of Ney’s Premium, Inc. donated and cooked
burgers and brats for everyone. We were thankful for all who were willing and
able to set up, serve food and clean. We couldn’t have done it without each and
every one of you! We’ve included a few photos from that great day below and
check out our Facebook page for more - see you all at the next one!
One last note – we have one position opening up on the Board for 2019-2023
(five-year term). If you or someone you know is interested in joining the board or
has questions about it, please let us know. It should come as no surprise that
the Babcock Alumni Board of Directors is one of the most fun groups in town!
On, Wisconsin!

Serve on a board that’s
actually fun
Here's a great way to have a big impact on
the future of Babcock House: Serve on the
Babcock House Alumni Board of Directors!
The board meets about eight times each
year in a casual setting at the House. Most
meetings are preceded by a meal with
the students. Members of the Board of
Directors are elected at the Annual Meeting
and serve five-year terms.
This year's elections will take place on
Saturday, October 20 at 9 a.m. We have
one spot to fill on the board this year.
Contact Shane Williams, Babcock House
alumni president (shane.williams14@
gmail.com) with any questions you may have
about serving on the Babcock House Board
of Directors.
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Babcock House

1936 University Ave.
Madison, WI 53726

Babcock House
Homecoming is
Saturday, October 20!
Babcock House Annual Meeting

| 9 a.m. | Babcock House | Join us
to see House updates, meet current students, congratulate the 2018 scholarship
recipients, elect a new member to the board of directors, and enjoy a tailgate
breakfast with fellow Babcock Alumni! Parking is free at the House for all alumni.

Kick-off: Wisconsin Badgers vs. University of Illinois Fighting Illini
11 a.m. | Camp Randall Stadium | Bucky is ready for another UW Homecoming
victory! On, Wisconsin!

