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From your alumni president

Shane Williams, Babcock House alumni president, class of '09
It seems we just yesterday set our clocks back and marched into the cold winter
months, yet we’ve now sprung ahead in 2018 and the days are passing quickly once
again! You will see that, in 2017, we again had a tremendous amount of generosity
bestowed upon the House in the form of donations from our alumni. Saying thank
you never seems enough to convey our gratitude for these gifts – but that won’t stop
us – so thank you!
This winter has presented us with new challenges and opportunities to improve the
House. Our third-floor bathroom had quite the facelift and now sports a new shower
and floor. We hope to extend this new look to the other bathrooms this summer as
time and funds allow.

Babcock House
Help us bring in the new class of Babcockers!
2018-19 recruitment efforts are going well,
but we still need your help!
Babcock House has five spots to fill for the
upcoming academic year.
Do you know of a student who would be a
great addition to Babcock House? If so,
contact Haley Kragness, Babcock House
PR director, at kragness2@wisc.edu and
she can give you the details.
Check out this video and share it with the
prospective students you know. See what
Babcock House means to today’s students.

Babcock House recruitment video
https://youtu.be/_aye5zAZPrI

If you’ll remember from the newsletter this
past fall, we mentioned the new, state-ofthe-art fire alarm system that was installed
throughout the House last summer. Thanks
to some unplanned repairs after the
boiler attempted to take its own holiday
around New Year’s, we learned first-hand
that the system works very well and that
the Madison Fire Department is quite
responsive when the alarm sounds – even
twice in 12 hours! But, no need to worry,
there were never any actual fires in the
House!
Behind all of our House improvements
and updates is the desire and obligation
to keep Dr. Stephen Babcock’s house a
safe, comfortable, and affordable place to
live. The Board is already planning ahead
for projects to fill the spring and summer
months. We’ve still got a few more openings
for new residents in 2018-2019, and the
students are working hard to fill those spots.
Recent estimates show that living at
Babcock House costs 35 percent less per
year than living in the dorms. If you know
of any students still looking for a place to
live, ask them what they plan to do with the
extra cash that they will save!

Thank you to

everyone who supported
Babcock House in 2017
and contributed to
House improvements and
scholarships.
You are the ones who ensure
Babcock will be a House,
a Home and a Tradition for
many future Badgers!
Find the full list of
supporters in this
newsletter. Thank you!

From the steward

Tate Hattervig,
Babcock House steward

I am excited to report that this
semester has hit off very well within
the House. The recently completed
renovations to the third-floor shower
have been received exceptionally
well by our members. On behalf of
everyone living here, I would like
to say thank you to the people who
made this project possible.
Over winter break, we also
welcomed one new member, Lex
Medina, who is a graduate student
from Ecuador, South America.

We hope to see all of you on August 4 in
Poynette at our Summer Reunion Picnic.
Mark your calendars now!

We all look forward to the good
experiences this semester will bring.
As always, I would like to thank all
of our alumni and donors for their
generosity in assuring Babcock
House lives on to continue giving
UW-Madison students affordable
living and good experiences.

On, Wisconsin!

On, Wisconsin!
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Babcock House Alumni
President’s report

Christina Rowntree,
Babcock House president

This semester, House members came
back from winter break ready to tackle
the semester ahead. We started
the semester by participating in an
active learning program (ALP) ground
workshop that focused on teambuilding with groups of students. All
House members were able to attend
this event, where we learned more
about each other while putting our
thinking brains to work. It was a
great way to start the semester on
the right foot.
We currently have two intramural
teams participating in volleyball and
basketball. While our hopes are to
win championship t-shirts, we enjoy
the camaraderie and laughter that we
have while playing the most. There is
talk of participating in dodgeball too!
Movies, bowling and late-night skating
have become common activities this
semester among House members.
We have taken up the entire row of
the movie theater with just us! These
are great activities that get us out of
the House, doing something fun, to
change it up. There has been great
participation from all House members.
The weather is warming up and our
Babcockers are spending more time
hanging out on the porch soaking up
the sun. We have already been outside
playing cornhole, and soon croquet and
ladder toss will come out as well.
As spring break nears, House
members are getting excited for the
week off from school and their travel
plans. Some House members are just
planning to go home for break, while
others are going to Hawaii and Myrtle
Beach. When we get back from break,
we will finish out the semester strong
and say farewell to our graduating
seniors.
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Meet our new board members
Brian Bradley, Babcock House alumni second vice president, class
of ‘10
Hello! My name is Brian Bradley. I graduated from UW in 2010 with
a bachelor’s degree in mechanical engineering and continued to
earn my master’s in 2012. I now live in Verona with my wife, Laura,
who is a medical social worker for the Madison Veterans Hospital. I
currently work in intellectual property for the law firm Michael Best.
Recently, I decided to pursue my law degree and have returned to
UW for more schooling. I hope this degree will be my last!
I was a House member for four years, and have special memories and friends from that
time. Babcock is such a unique home and community, and I’m grateful for this chance to
give back to the House. On, Wisconsin!
Doug Ney, Babcock House alumni secretary, class of ‘95
Greetings! My name is Doug Ney and I lived at Babcock House from 1990 to 1995. I
graduated in ‘95 with a bachelor’s in animal science. I earned my MBA in marketing/
finance in 2001. I grew up on my family’s farm in Manitowoc and was heavily involved in
beef cattle production, which led to my degree pursuit.
I have been involved in the meat and food industry since graduation. I am currently a
national account sales manager at Kerry Food and Ingredients as well as the president/
owner of Ney’s Premium, Inc. My wife, Sara, and I live in West Bend with our two
daughters. I’m proud to say that we owned the 2001 World Beef Expo champion bull.

Thank you for your generosity!

Scott Rowntree, Babcock House alumni treasurer, class of ‘10
Babcock House continues to provide quality, affordable housing for UW students as well
as a place to call home with friends from diverse backgrounds and interests. That would
not be possible without the generous support of our alumni. A huge thank you goes to all
of our alumni who donated to House improvements and our scholarship funds in 2017!
Herbert & Sharon Aleckson
John Huston
Scott Rowntree
Andrew Bernstein
Bradley Kennedy
John & Kimberly Rozum
Joseph Binversie
Coleen Kennedy
James Schwarzhoff
Carl & Shirley Daniels
C. Knigge
Kevin Shinners
Dave & Kimberly Daniels
Craig Kohn
Lee Swan
Reginald Destree
Lynn Kopitzke
David Thomas
Cynthia Fisher
Russel Larson
John Torke
Susan Graeme
Tim Lukaszewski
Douglas Traastad
Kathleen Grant
Harold Mezera
Philip Trosko
Myron Grimme
Steven & Mary Millin
James Voss
Robert Hanson
Gary & Mary Nelsestuen
Aaron Wepner
Allan & Lynn Herrman
Russell Rindsig
Shane Williams
Michael Hoover
Tommy Robichaux
Kenneth Zeier
Brian Huenink
Amanda Rose
Scott Zimmerman
We sincerely apologize if we have unintentionally missed any 2017 donors in
this list. If your name is not listed and should be, please let us know by emailing
babcockhousealumni@gmail.com. Thank you for your continued support!

Babcockers receive record scholarship dollars in 2017
By Andy Bernstein, Babcock House alumni first vice president, class of ‘09

Babcock House alumni were proud to recognize eight
students with scholarships at our Annual Meeting this past
October. These students demonstrate outstanding academic
performance, campus involvement and House leadership.
Thank you to all alumni and friends who donate to the
scholarship fund and make these awards possible. Due to
your generosity, our 2018 combined total for scholarships was
$6,175 - the largest total to date.

The Babcock House Alumni Board and the House residents are
very appreciative of the gifts from alumni, family and friends
that have made the scholarship program such a success.
Tax-deductible donations can be made to the UW Foundation
(Babcock House Scholarship and Award Fund, Account No.
132040860) online at www.supportuw.org/give or through
the mail to UW Foundation, 1848 University Ave., Madison, WI
53726-4545.

Don Peterson Memorial Scholarship ($1,250):
Haley Kragness, food science & animal science

Visit our Facebook page (www.facebook.com/BabcockHouse)
for more photos of scholarship recipients and donors.

Katie Kennedy Memorial Scholarship ($1,250):
Christina Rowntree, agricultural business management
Mark Sherry Memorial Scholarship ($750):
Alyssa Nuttleman, dairy science & agricultural business
management
Bob Van Liere Memorial Scholarship ($750):
Tyler Vande Wettering, dairy science
Dan Nusbaum Memorial Scholarship ($500):
Ben Rozum, food science
John and Helen Rossmiller Babcock House Scholarship ($675):
Debbie Machuca, dairy science & agricultural business
management
Babcock House Alumni and Friends Scholarship ($500):
Isaac Brahm, engineering mechanics, and Tate Hattervig,
genetics

2017 scholarship recipients are, left to right:
(back row) Tate Hattervig, Isaac Brahm, Tyler Vande Wettering,
Ben Rozum, Christina Rowntree, (front row) Alyssa Nuttleman,
Debbie Machuca and Haley Kragness.

We’re having a picnic!
Join fellow Babcock alumni for a reunion picnic on Saturday, August 4, 2018 from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. The picnic will take place
in the MacKenzie Lodge at the MacKenzie Environmental Center in Poynette, Wisconsin. The whole family is welcome! Grilled
meats and sandwiches, a few sides, lemonade and coffee will be available. We will have full use of the lodge’s kitchen and dining
room, including dishes and flatware. Feel free to bring your own additional food and drink items; alcohol is permitted on the park
grounds, but cannot be sold. Admission is free for all attendees thanks to generous alumni donations (of both money and time).
Additional donations are appreciated. You are encouraged to bring any outdoor games or camping/lawn chairs.
To plan for the meal and other logistics, RSVPs are appreciated. Please email Jim Voss (jvoss@uwalumni.com) or the Babcock alumni
board (babcockhousealumni @gmail.com) by July 1 with the number of adults and number of children attending.
We would appreciate it if you bring a dish to pass - a hot or cold side dish, dessert, chips or other picnic
fare. All meal contributions and requests should be communicated to Neal Meyer (donnaandneal@msn.com).
Access a map of the facility (the lodge is site 10) at https://dnr.wi.gov/education/mackenzie/documents/
MacKenzieMap.pdf. Directions are available online at https://dnr.wi.gov/education/mackenzie/documents/
MCdirections.pdf. Additional facility information is available at http://dnr.wi.gov/education/mackenzie/.
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